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TOWNSHIP OF ROCHELLE PARK 
                           151 WEST PASSAIC STREET 

ROCHELLE PARK, NEW JERSEY 07662 
 

MINUTES – PUBLIC MEETING – January 15,  2014 
 
 
Call to Order 7:30 PM 
 
According to the Open Public Meetings Act, this meeting of January 15, 2014 was 
advertised in the notice sent to the “Our Town” and “The Record” and posted on the 
bulletin board in the Municipal Building on January 11, 2014 and has remained 
continuously posted as the required notice under the Statute and is being taped.  In 
addition, a copy of this notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in the 
office of the Municipal Clerk. 
   
Roll Call:  Comm. Kazimir 

Comm. Kovalcik  
Comm. Ouellette 
Comm. Scarpa - Absent 
Mayor Valenzuela 
 

Pledge of Allegiance was led by Debbie Leakis 
Mayor Valenzuela asked that everyone remain standing for a moment of silence 
remembering those in the military  
 
A motion was offered by Comm. Ouellette and seconded by Comm. Kovalcik to approve 
the agenda. Motion carried on a voice vote – all present voting “Aye”. 
 
A motion was offered by Comm. Ouellette and seconded by Comm. Kovalcik to approve 
the minutes of the Sine Die and Reorganization Meetings held January 5, 2014.  Motion 
carried on a voice vote – all voting “Aye”. 
 
At the Work Session held on January 8, 2014 the following resolutions were adopted - all 
voting “Aye”. 
Resolution #2014 – 29  
 Resolution Appointing Municipal Planner – Heyer, Gruel & Assoc. 
 Whereas, the Township Committee of the Township of Rochelle Park has a need 
to acquire the services of a municipal planner and COAH advisor; and 
 Whereas, the Township Committee has also determined, and has resolved, to 
make this, and other professional appointments, pursuant to the “Fair and Open Process” 
in accordance with the “New Jersey Local Unit Pay to Play” law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 
et seq; and 
 Whereas, requests for qualifications were published and provided in accordance 
with the aforementioned law; and 
 Whereas, Heyer Gruel & Associates has submitted a proposal indicating that he 
will provide professional planning services.  
 Whereas, this contract may be awarded without the necessity of competitive 
bidding since it is a contract for professional services and, therefore, is exempt from 
competitive bidding process pursuant to the Local Public Contracts Law; and 
 Whereas, the Chief Financial Officer for the Township of Rochelle Park has 
certified that the funds necessary to facilitate this contract are available in the 2014 
municipal budget; and 
 Now, therefore, be it resolved, by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Rochelle Park, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey hereby appoints  Heyer Associates 
as Planner and COAH Advisor for the Township of Rochelle Park for 2014; and 
 Now, therefore, be it further resolved, that a copy of this Resolution shall be 
published as required by law within ten (10) days of its passage. 
 
Attest:   Virginia De Maria 
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Resolution #2014 – 30   
 Resolution Appointing Re-Development Planner – Heyer, Gruel & Assoc. 
 Whereas, the Township Committee of the Township of Rochelle Park has a need 
to acquire the services of a municipal re-development planner; and 
 Whereas, the Township Committee has also determined, and has resolved, to 
make this, and other professional appointments, pursuant to the “Fair and Open Process” 
in accordance with the “New Jersey Local Unit Pay to Play” law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 
et seq; and 
 Whereas, requests for qualifications were published and provided in accordance 
with the aforementioned law; and 
 Whereas, Heyer Gruel & Associates has submitted a proposal indicating that they 
will provide professional planning services.  
 Whereas, this contract may be awarded without the necessity of competitive 
bidding since it is a contract for professional services and, therefore, is exempt from 
competitive bidding process pursuant to the Local Public Contracts Law; and 
 Whereas, the Chief Financial Officer for the Township of Rochelle Park has 
certified that the funds necessary to facilitate this contract are available in the 2014 
municipal budget; and 
 Now, therefore, be it resolved, by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Rochelle Park, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey hereby appoints  Heyer Gruel & 
Associates for the Re-Development Planner for the Township of Rochelle Park for 2014; 
an 
 Now, therefore, be it further resolved, that a copy of this Resolution shall be 
published as required by law within ten (10) days of its passage. 
 
Attest:   Virginia De Maria 
 
Resolution #2014 – 31  
 Resolution Authorizing Engineer to Review NJDEP Permit Application – Passaic 
Street Bridge 
 Be it resolved by the Township Committee of the Township of Rochelle 
Park that the Township Engineer is hereby authorized to review the NJDEP FWW &  
FHA Permit application packet for the Passaic Street Bridge for an amount not to exceed  
$500.00. 
 
Attest:  Virginia De Maria   
 
Reports: 

Health Department - December 2013 
Municipal Court  - December 2013 

  Building Department  - December 2013 
 
The Consent Agenda was offered by Comm. seconded by Comm. and reads:  
Resolution #2014 – 32  
 A Resolution – Payment of Bills – January 2014 

Be it resolved, by the Township Committee of the Township of Rochelle Park, 
Bergen County, that the following bills be turned over to the Treasurer, and if found to be 
correct, be paid provided there is sufficient funds in the various accounts. (See Attached) 

 
Attest:  Virginia De Maria 
 
Resolution #2014 – 33  
 Resolution – Issuing Raffle License #441 - 14 – Hackensack Rotary 
 Be it resolved, by the Township Committee of the Township of Rochelle  
Park, Bergen County, State of New Jersey, that the application for TEXAS HOLD’M  
RAFFLE LICENSE #441 - 14 as presented by the ROTARY CLUB OF 
HACKENSACK ID#180-8-19006 requesting permission to conduct a CASINO  
NIGHT on February 21, 2014 be approved and the requested license be issued. 

  
Attest:  Virginia De Maria 
 
Resolution #2014 – 34  
 A Resolution  - Introduction Ord. #1066 - 14 - Tenancy Ordinance 
 Be it resolved, by the Township Committee of the Township of Rochelle  
Park, Bergen County, New Jersey, that an ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE TO 
AMEND SECTION 185-104(B) OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF  
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Resolution #2014 – 34 (cont.) 
ROCHELLE PARK” be and it is hereby introduced and passed on first reading January 
15, 2014 and that said ordinance be further considered for final passage at a meeting to be 
held on February 19, 2014 at 7:30 PM or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached 
at the Municipal Complex, 151 West Passaic Street, Rochelle Park, NJ 07662 and that at 
or such time and place all persons interested be given an opportunity to be heard 
concerning same and that the Township Clerk be and she is hereby authorized and 
directed to publish and post said ordinance, together with a notice of the introduction 
thereof and the time and place when and where such ordinance will be considered for 
final passage. 
 
Attest:  Virginia De Maria 
 
Resolution #2014 – 35  
 A Resolution Appointing JIF Commissioner and Alternate  – 2014 
 Whereas,  the Township is a member of the Bergen Municipal Employee Benefits 
Fund (hereinafter the BMED) for dental coverage associated with the Employee Health 
Benefits Program; and  
 Whereas,  in accordance with the by-laws and requirements of membership in the 
BMED, the Township must appoint a Fund Commissioner and Alternate Fund 
Commissioner to represent the Township in all pertinent Fund affairs. 
 Now, therefore be it resolved,  by the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Rochelle Park, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that Robert Davison is hereby 
appointed as Fund Commissioner for Fund Year 2014 and/or until a successor has been 
qualified and appointed; and  
 Be it further resolved,  that Virginia De Maria is hereby appointed to serve as the 
Alternate Fund Commissioner for Fund Year 2014 and/or until a successor has been 
qualified and appointed, and 
 Be it further resolved,  a certified copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to 
the Fund through the Township’s Risk Management Consultant, PIA McCarthy Forde, 
429 Hackensack Street, P.O. Box 818, Carlstadt, NJ 07072. 
 
Attest:  Virginia De Maria 
 
Resolution #2014 – 36  
 A Resolution – A Resolution – Authorizing Release of Closed Session Minutes – 
January 8, 2014 

Whereas, pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 et seq.) 
certain issues may be discussed by the Township Committee in a session which excludes 
the public; and  

Whereas, the aforementioned law requires that the minutes of said closed sessions 
be released as soon as practicable after the meeting and so long as the release of the 
minutes will not be adverse to the interests of the public and/or the Township; and  

Whereas, pursuant to statute, the purpose of this Resolution is to disclose the 
information which was discussed in closed session on January 8, 2014 to the extent that 
said information can be disclosed without adversely affecting the Township or the public 
interest. 

Now, therefore, be it resolved, by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Rochelle Park, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey that the attached closed session 
minutes may be released to the public in accordance with the requirements of New Jersey 
State Law; and  

Be it further resolved, that any minutes which have not been released pursuant to 
this Resolution shall be reviewed periodically by the Township Attorney and further 
recommendation shall be made for the release of additional minutes as the release of 
same is deemed to be proper.  

 
Attest:  Virginia De Maria 
 

CLOSED SESSION MINUTES -  January 8, 2014                             
A motion was made for the Township Committee to go into closed or executive 

session to discuss matters of personnel, litigation and negotiations.  The following 
represents the minutes of that closed session to the extent that those minutes may be 
released at this time: 

1. Litigation - The Township Attorney reviewed pending litigation regarding 8 
Madison Avenue with the Township Committee.  The Township Attorney was 
provided with direction as to settlement options. 
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Resolution #2014 – 36 (cont.) 
2. Personnel Issues – The Township Committee discussed various personnel issues 
including personnel needs in the Building Department, Zoning and Planning Boards and 
the Municipal Court.  
 
Attest:  Virginia De Maria 
 
A motion was offered by Mayor Valenzuela and seconded by Comm. Ouellette to adopt 
the Consent Agenda.  Motion carried on a roll call vote – all present voting “Aye”. 
 
Committee’s/Administrator’s/Attorney’s Reports 
Comm. Kovalcik – No Report 
 
Comm. Kazimir – No Report 
 
Comm. Ouellette – Library Year End Report – 43% of the Township residents are 
registered library card holders.  Circulated 17,404 items; 2,347 items were added to the 
library’s collection.  Ouellette thanked new Library Director, Nicole Williams for a great 
job.  She urged everyone to stop in the library and partake in the many new programs. 
 
Mayor Valenzuela – Advised that the Rochelle Avenue/Railroad Avenue improvement 
project is moving forward.  A diagnostic meeting is being held with County 
representatives.  This expansion of the intersection will assist traffic flow from Lodi into 
Rochelle Park.  The project is moving forward, hopefully with completion by Fall 2014.   
The Mayor congratulated recently sworn in Board of Education members, Arlene Buyck 
and Mark Scully.  He looks forward to working with them as the Board of Education 
liaison.  He also looks forward to good things happening at Midland School due to the 
passage of a referendum for improvements.  Valenzuela wished Anna Kazimir happy 
birthday. 
 
Administrator Davidson – No report 
 
Attorney Rotolo – No report 
 
A motion was offered by Comm. Kazimir and seconded by Comm. Ouellette to open the 
meeting to the public.  Motion carried on a voice vote – all present voting “Aye”. 
 
Sam Allos – BOE – Advised that Jay Esposito was Board of Education President and 
Mark Scully was Vice President.   BOE liaisons Leakas and Allos will attend monthly 
Township Meetings keeping the lines of communication open between the school and the 
Township.  He advised that plans for the school improvement project are moving 
forward.  Mr. Allos advised that Administrator Davidson would be receiving a letter with 
concerns regarding the new OEM EOC Building proposed on Midland School property.   
 
Mr. Davidson advised that he was in receipt of the letter as Mr. Esposito came into the 
office today. 
 
Comm. Kazimir – Advised that the Fire Department was looking for new members.  
There is a level of commitment and training involved, but is well worth the time and 
effort. 
 
Sam Allos – BOE – Thanked the Police Department for their assistance during the 
dropping off of children that morning.  Mr. Allos asked the Committee to extend their 
thanks of behalf of the Board of Education. 
 
A motion was offered by Comm. Ouellette and seconded by Comm. Kovalcik to close the 
meeting to the public.  Motion carried on a voice vote – all present voting “Aye”. 
 
A motion was offered by Comm. Ouellette and seconded by Comm. Kazimir to adjourn 
the meeting.  Motion carried on a voice vote – all present voting “Aye”. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Virginia De Maria  
Municipal Clerk 


